


On 17 October 1987, in the presence on 100,000 activists, Joseph Wresinski, founder of the
international movement All Together in Dignity (ATD) Fourth World (www.atdireland.ie)

unveiled a commemorative stone on the Trocadero Human Rights Plaza in Paris.
 On this marble stone, Wresinski’s call is engraved: 

 
Wherever men and women are condemned to live in poverty, human rights are violated.

 To come together to ensure that these rights are respected is our solemn duty.
 

Since then, this commemorative stone has become a rallying point for people from all
walks of life. 17 October was declared “International Day for the Eradication of Poverty” by

the United Nations in 1992. 
 

17 October 2008 saw the unveiling of a commemorative stone at Custom House Quay near
the Famine Memorial in Dublin. 

 
On 17 October every year we come together in Ireland and around the world in friendship and

solidarity with those who face chronic and severe poverty, honoring their struggles and
renewing our determination to work for a world where everyone’s human rights and human

dignity are respected. 
 

Listening to Unheard Voices

http://www.atdireland.ie/


Joseph Wresinski Address
I bear witness to:

 
You, the millions and millions of
children, women and fathers who

have died from misery and hunger and
whose legacy we hold. It is not your

death that I evoke, today on this
Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties. 

 
I bear witness to you, the mothers

whose children are cast aside in this
world, condemned as they are to

sheer misery.
 

I bear witness to your children,
twisted by the pains of hunger, no

longer able to smile, yet still
yearning to love.

 
I bear witness to the millions of

young people who have no reason to
believe or even to exist, and who
vainly search for a future in this

senseless world. 
 

I bear witness to you, the poor of all
times, still poor today, forever on

the road, fleeing from place to place,
despised and disgraced. Laborers
without a trade, ever crushed by

their toil. 
 

Laborers whose hands, today, are no
longer useful.

 
 
 

 
Millions of men, women and children

whose hearts are still pounding
strong to the beat of the struggle,

whose minds rise in revolt against the
unjust fate imposed upon them, whose

courage demands the right to
priceless dignity.

 
I bear witness to you, children,

women and men, who do not want to
condemn, but to love, to pray, to

work, and to unite, so that a world of
solidarity may be born. A world, our

world, in which all people would have
given the best of themselves before

dying. 
 

I bear witness to you, men, women and
children. Your renown is henceforth
engraved by heart, hand and tool, in
the marble of this Plaza of Human

Rights and Liberties.
 

i bear witness to you, so that
humanity may at last fulfil its true

destiny, refusing forever that misery
prevails.

 
 
 
 
 

17 October 1987 - Paris

Initiator of the UN International Day for the Eradication of Poverty



The concept for the Irish 17 October 2021 theme “It’s Time to Change and End Persistent Poverty” was
inspired by condensing the International theme “Building Forward Together: Ending Persistent Poverty,

Respecting all People and our Planet” and focusing on it’s core message - which we took as being - the radical
need for ‘change’, now so more than ever. We believe that at the heart of the planet are it’s people and so in

order to create a better, more sustainable future for all - we must call to end persistent poverty on a national
and international level, immediately. The pandemic may be looked upon as an extreme warning sign by nature

of a failing system that can no longer be ignored. It was clear that during this challenging period, people
suffering from poverty all over the world, continued to be left furthest behind. It was also clear that it gave

others an insight into the intense feeling of isolation that those living in poverty were already familiar with and
in doing so, hopefully a new-found empathy towards this hardship. We need to re-examine how we interact

with our Earth as well as with each-other. For far too long the planet and so many of it’s inhabitants were not
being respected or looked out for by those in power.  During this time, we saw how quickly governments can
act in crisis when it affects them - the same attention must be given to those in constant crisis due to poverty.

 
Now, as we reintegrate into society post - pandemic — we are being given an opportunity to rise and change
the unequal world we were living in before. The concept of the butterfly emerging from it’s cocoon stemmed
from the idea of us emerging from the prison like confines of the lockdown better and more hopeful then we

were before. The cocoon represents the trap of being caught within the cycle of poverty and the words
engraved into it e.g. discrimination, stigma, trauma, debt etc. represent the harsh barriers forced upon those

with no choice but to be stuck, living within it. The butterfly on the other hand - represents the transformative
opportunity that exists in creating a fairer, greener, more beautiful world. The words engraved on it e.g. hope,
dignity, equality, freedom - represent the life that everyone deserves. Just when the caterpillar thought the world

was ending - they turned into a butterfly. The world has changed, so let us change with it. We must learn from
this time and begin to evolve, by creating something positive and colourful from the darkness. 

The time to renew, revolutionise and reconstruct a better future is now.
 

 

This Years Theme



Message from the President



                 
11.00 Words from the MC - Peter McVerry 

11.05 Welcome and address - Lord Mayor of Dublin - Alison Gilliland
11.10 Song – Cathal and Aine Holland

11.15 Reading of the Message of the Human Rights and Poverty Stone 
11.20 writing - what change you would like to see in the world on butterflies  -

keep hold of the butterfly for the common gesture later in the proceedings
11.25 Reading of the President’s Message – Andrew Kelly

11.30 Testimonies based on lived experience of poverty and injustice: 
Dominican Justice Office- Roselin Blessing Makumba.

All Together in Dignity (ATD) Ireland Anne - Marie Fay & Christina Powell
Pavee Point- Pa Reilly 

SAOL Project
11.50 Song from SAOL about 17th October – No Need

12.00 Musical piece- Cathal and Aine Holland (Background) 
Dramatic presentation based on Discrimination: 

This piece highlights the 9 grounds of Equality Legislation, the Jigsaw pieces
represent the interconnectivity between the grounds, and the missing piece

represents the need to extend the Irish Equality Legislation to include a 10th
ground - to protect people from Socio-economic Discrimination

12.10 Poem reading from the new Lockdown Liberties poetry project 
(Lorraine Kelly – Philip Kenny) 

12.15 Symbolic Gesture: Butterflies For Change 
12.25 Final Song SAOL - Something inside so strong

12.30 Closing Remarks and thanks: MC
Refreshments at the Stone

                                                                       

Butterflies 
For Change

17 October - Poverty Stone Event
Programme



Something Inside So Strong 

The higher you build your barriers
The taller I become

The further you take my rights away
The faster I will run

You can deny me
You can decide to turn your face away

No matter, cos there's
 

Something inside so strong
I know that I can make it

Tho' you're doing me wrong, so wrong
You thought that my pride was gone
Oh no, something inside so strong

Oh oh oh oh oh something inside so strong
 

The more you refuse to hear my voice
The louder I will sing

You hide behind walls of Jericho
Your lies will come tumbling

Deny my place in time
You squander wealth that's mine

My light will shine so brightly
It will blind you

Cos there's
 

Something inside so strong
I know that I can make it

Tho' you're doing me wrong, so wrong
You thought that my pride was gone
Oh no, something inside so strong

Oh oh oh oh oh something inside so strong
 

Brothers and sisters
When they insist we're just not good enough

When we know better
Just look 'em in the eyes and say

We're gonna do it anyway 2x
 

 
 

Something inside so strong
I know that I can make it

Tho' you're doing me wrong, so wrong
You thought that my pride was gone
Oh no, something inside so strong

Oh oh oh oh oh something inside so strong
 

Brothers and sisters
When they insist we're just not good enough

When we know better
Just look 'em in the eyes and say

We're gonna do it anyway 2x
 

Something inside so strong
And I know that I can make it

Tho' you're doing me wrong, so wrong
You thought that my pride was gone
Oh no, something inside so strong

Oh oh oh oh oh something inside so strong
 

Brothers and sisters
When they insist we're just not enough

When we know better
Just look 'em in the eyes and say

We're gonna do it anyway 4x
 

Because there's something inside so strong
And I know that I can make it

Tho' you're doing me, so wrong
Oh no, something inside so strong

Oh oh oh oh oh something inside so strong
 



17 October Projects around
 Ireland

Tullamore Community & Family Resource Centre will
hold a community event on October 17th to commemorate

the UN International Day for the Eradication of Poverty with
this years theme in mind. A therapeutic garden project

where members of the community can sit and talk or take
time out. The Garden will include a mural to represent

“Family, Inclusion and Togetherness”  and a
commemorative bench as a permanent reminder of the UN
International day for the Eradication of Poverty for people

to sit and enjoy the space. 

Portlaoise Community and Family Resource Centre is going to undertake a
mosaic Mural to mark this occasion, this project is a 6 week program for
individuals In the local community. This mural will be on public view in

their Centre once completed after the 6 week program. The 6 week program
will take place on a Tuesday Morning between 9:30 and 11:30. In addition to

mark the occasion on the 19th October the group will get to have a
tea/coffee and refreshments morning to gage discussion around the
Eradication of Poverty and how the mosaic mural symbolizes this. 

Doras Buí are putting together a holistic course that
includes body, mind, and awareness of the environment.

Cooking on a budget with participants will take place
once a week throughout the course this in turn will
bring about opportunities to raise awareness about
poverty, environmental issues and respecting each
other and our planet. Doras Buí will also look at the
benefits of Mindfulness in everyday living, this will

encourage people to come together and participate in
weekly practices of Mindfulness. 

 



ASTER Family Support and Resource Centre will run a campaign to
“Raise awareness and highlight the devastating effects of child

poverty in communities, facts and lived experiences.” This Campaign
is through participatory child poverty; how they can contribute to the

fight against child poverty, children’s participation and their own
understanding of poverty and their ability to influence the
improvement of services for children and young people in

communities. 
- Zoom webinar on the 19th of October 2021, from 11:00 am -1:00 pm

 - One-hour Children’s awareness raising rally in the Balbriggan
Square on Monday 18th October from 10:30am to 11:30am.

 

 
Bridgeways Family Resource Centre will come together along with eight other

family resource centres in the midlands to launch a campaign called “Face
Poverty”. The objective for this campaign is to improve and increase general

knowledge and awareness of poverty in our local areas.  To begin this
campaign they designed a campaign logo flag which will symbolise the various
faces of poverty, this will demonstrate that there is no distinct characteristic of
poverty. This flag will be used to highlight the campaign and raise awareness

of poverty. They will also be producing a short documentary on “What is
Poverty?". Throughout the production of this documentary, we will ask several

members of the community of all ages and ethnic backgrounds, “what does
poverty mean to you?”. The responses to this question will be recorded, using

only audio recording devices. These audios will then be combined with still
photos which they have taken of their community, along with images that

portray poverty both in their community and globally, to create an influential
and educational documentary on poverty. 

 

 
Kids' Own Publishing will facilitate creative workshops in

collaboration with Sligo Traveller Support Group, with
children and young people at their homework clubs in

Sligo. Young participants will work in collaboration with a
professional artist and writer, and together they will

respond to the theme “Building Forward Together: Ending
Persistent Poverty, Respecting all People and Our Planet”.

These creative workshops are an important opportunity for
the voices of Traveller children to be heard on this issue,
and we look forward to sharing their creative expression

and voices through their experience of the workshops and
the art that they make! 

 



Blanchardstown Center for Independent Living  have had a mural
with the theme respecting all people and our planet painted on the
wall of their community garden. The group plan to host an event in
the garden to acknowledge world poverty day and will have posters

and leaflets printed around the theme for this year. They will be
highlighting the fact that disabled people live with extremely high
rates of poverty and are sometimes isolated in their homes, 31% of
people aged 20-59 with a disability are at work compared to 71% of

those without a disability.  The group will be networking with other
community groups in the Dublin 15 area so other groups will be

hearing the voice and the facts from people with the lived
experience. The key message is that disabled people want a hand up

not a handout. 

Northside Family Resource Centre will join with the nine (9) Family
Resource Centres in the Mid-west Region of Ireland that form the Mid-

West FRC Regional Forum. Projects will work in partnership highlighting
both local and global issues of poverty and social inclusion. Anti-poverty

work is at the core of their work as Family Resource Centres; however, it is
rare they have the opportunity to focus specifically on the issue of poverty
while making connections with social and environmental justice. Centres

will host a joint exhibition of photographs that captures the burden of
poverty in Ireland and throughout the world themed ‘what climate

change/Poverty means to me’. Photographs will be displayed for exhibition
at each centre to create awareness around the UN International day for

eradication of poverty. Groups and individuals will be invited to view
exhibitions and learn of poverty issues locally and nationally. 

 

SICCDA will organise two workshops focused on sustainable gardening in their
community allotment on October 13th and 14th from 2:30-4:30pm to enable

participants to learn about sustainable gardening, how the natural environment
is critical to the wellbeing of the planet and global citizens, our collective

responsibility for protecting and nurturing our environment, how to grow basic
food items and plants, the importance of urban gardens in building

togetherness, and wellbeing within the community. Other key messages include
awareness of the right to food, green spaces, and healthy living for people

around the world, including in the Liberties area of Dublin. Participants will be
encouraged to share their insights and experiences of food poverty, how they

can participate in constructing their own sustainable future, and the importance
of working together for social and environmental justice in their community.

Each participant will take home a gardening pack including plants, garden
supplies, and a booklet on how sustainable gardening aligns with the U.N.

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.
 



SAOL Project have created six badges for their 'NO NEED' campaign for
this year. They are having 500 of each badge made . The tag lines on the

badges are a direct reference to six of the 17 goals. The badges will be
distributed at the October 17 event and through all other SAOL Project

events. Another strand of the campaign is to be conducted on social
media . Each badge will be printed in a 600 mm banner to be held by
people making their statement of 'NO NEED' for. This statements will

be recorded and posted on SAOL social media for others to share.
 They have established links with some of our new communities whom

will make their statements in their native languages.  
They have also written a new song 'No Need' to be preformed at the
OCT 17 event , we propose to video this performance for our official

song video to be merged with people making their statements. 
 

Lus Na Gréine presents: Walk in our Shoes" - A multicultural initiative in
North Longford that is bringing together newly settled families with the local
community in conversations around the causes and impacts of poverty in all

its forms. These conversations have resulted in the production of a local
exhibition of art work and photography and the production of a video/ podcast

which will be circulated on social media and launched at a coffee morning
hosted in the Lus Na Gréine Family Resource Centre on Tuesday October 19th

from 10-1pm. The project has engaged children, young people and adults
across the life course. This has helped in greater understanding of our new

and ever increasing multicultural society.  
 

 
ATD Ireland  in cooperation with the Irish 17 October

Committee will host an event on Sunday the 17th of October
to mark the annual commemoration of the UN International

End Poverty Day at the Human Rights and Poverty Stone,
Dublin. This event will also be recorded via zoom. 
Central to this event will be a number of personal

testimonies of people with lived experience of poverty.
There will also be a soft launch of the 'Lockdown Liberties'

film and book featuring spoken and written word on
individuals within the ATD community's experiences of

Poverty and Mental Health etc.
 



The Irish 17 October Committee will provide networking
and liaison supports to grantees funded under the Public

Awareness Funding scheme 2021 of the Department of
Employment Affairs and Social Protection to promote the

UN International End Poverty Day. The Committee will
produce themed t-shirts and a National 17 October

Booklet 2021 to showcase the grantee projects funded this
year.

Citywise Educations project to mark International Day
for the Eradication of Poverty is two fold. Firstly their

members will create an online exhibition of work which
will showcase how young people living in West-Tallaght
view poverty. These projects will be designed creatively
through the arts and digital design. They will also host a
week of activities in their centre demonstrating ways to

reduce environmental poverty which will unclude
recycling demonstrations, interdependence and active

citizenship. All whilst learning about and developing our
responsibilities inline with the Sustainable Development

Goals!
 



 
 
 

“Vulnerability is the birthplace of innovation, creativity and change” 
 

ATD Ireland will be showcasing a creative exhibition from 10am - 5 pm on the 27th - 31st of October at the EPIC museum, Custom House Quay. 
The launch will take place on the 28th of October from 4 - 6pm. The purpose of this exhibition is to display the outcomes of two interrelated

sociopolitical projects which have been undertaken over the pandemic, through the creative mediums of art and poetry. The intent of these projects
was to give those with an experience of poverty an outlet to express their deepest thoughts, experiences and emotions. Both projects were also open to

those within the wider community of ATD Ireland who share the concerns of inequality and injustice and wish to see positive change in the world. 
It was an opportunity to foster a compassionate and connective community, during a particularly challenging period of time during and coming out of

lockdown. People were able to find hope and comfort through these creative processes. 
 

Lockdown Liberties: was a writing group carried out remotely, over messenger and zoom, resulting in heartfelt poetry from eight authors alongside
contributions from others including President Michael D Higgins and Senator Lynn Ruane. A film was also created to show the authors reciting their

poetry. In the film, each writer chose a place of significance in Dublin to say or rap their poetry aloud. 
 

The Art Workshops: were organized over a period in Mountjoy Square Park to discuss and promote the campaign to add socio - economic
discrimination as the tenth ground of discrimination in Irish equality legislation through the art of sculpture and conversation. Even though socio-

economic discrimination is not yet legally defined in an Irish context, discrimination based on an individual’s socio-economic status is routine.
Employers may screen job applicants based on where they live, zoning laws may aim to exclude low-income residents, indeed participants in these

workshops have reported being judged on their accent, their clothing and even their haircuts. #AddThe10th
 

Although carried out separately, many similar themes emerged from both groups such as love, hope, poverty, community, discrimination,
homelessness, addiction, family, solidarity and bravery. Conversations surrounding socio-economic discrimination often occur without the

involvement of those who experience its worst effects, therefore these workshops aimed to bring to the fore the creative potential of those with direct
experience of living in poverty, allowing them to depict what these topics means to them. It gave people an opportunity to connect and a platform to

have their voice heard and ensure that nobody is left behind. It is difficult to engage with art when we cannot recognise ourselves within it. These
projects were undertaken with the knowledge that poetry, art and culture has all too often been restricted as a pursuit for the upper and middle

classes. This body of work demonstrates that those experiencing poverty have immense talent and creativity which should not be overlooked. It is
invaluable to learn that your story and your voice is important. Encouraging everyone in society to explore and unlock their creative potential will lead

to a more inclusive space and will only enable arts and culture to blossom. 
 
 
 
 

 

Socio - Economic
Discrimination:

through the creative lens

Scan to see more



People living in extreme poverty are often neglected or overlooked by politicians, service
providers and policy-makers due to their lack of political voice, financial and social capital

and their chronic social exclusion. They are disproportionately affected by many human
rights violations. Discrimination against people living in poverty is widespread and widely

tolerated. In September 2012, the UN Human Rights Council adopted the Guiding
Principles on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights. They provide global policy guidelines

focusing specifically on the human rights of people living in poverty. It is the first
internationally agreed text to stress the central message of the UN Day on 17 October:

extreme poverty exists in every country in the world, and it is both a cause and a
consequence of multiple human rights violations.

 
 

 

 Guiding Principles on Extreme
Poverty and Human Rights

"In a world characterised by an unprecedented level of economic development,
technological means and financial resources, it is a moral outrage that millions

of persons are still living in extreme poverty."
 
 



 
 

This booklet has been printed by the Irish 17 October Committee with the support of the
Department of  Social Protection under the United Nations International Day for the

Eradication of Poverty 2021 Public Awareness Initiative. 
The views expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily

reflect the views of the Department of Social Protection. 
 
 
 

 

On 25 September 2015, after crucial work by the Irish Ambassador at the UN, world leaders
have agreed to 17 Global Goals to achieve major transformations in the next 15 years: end
poverty, fight inequalities and injustices, limit climate change and protect the planet. 

The historic 17 Global Goals for Sustainable Development can make all this possible in all
countries and for all people by the year 2030. 

 

together - it's time to change! 
Support the mobilization with the hashtags

#EndPoverty#17octIRL 
 

You can discover more events worldwide at www.overcomingpoverty.org
 
 
 

 

Sustainable Development Goals




